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right of rejecting them. Though originally created for the sole
purpose of applying the law, it now arrogated to itself the power
of making it.

The other Parlements of France, roused by the example of that
of Paris, made common cause with it, and claimed that all the
Parlements in the realm formed a single body. Next they entered
into conflict with the intendant or governor of their province
and tried to prevent the levying of new taxes. Taking advantage
of a suit against the Jesuits, the Parlement of Paris insisted upon
having the statutes of the Society of Jesus submitted to it, declared
them to be contrary to the fundamental laws of the realm, and
forced the Government to expel the Jesuits and close their colleges,
hi which most of the sons of rich families had been educated. It
thus scored a signal victory over the court party, which was de-
voted to the Society of Jesus, and prepared the way for the rise
of a generation of men exempt from Jesuit influence and favour-
able to Gallican ideas.

The conflicts between the Parlements and the ministers became
more and more acute until a resolute and unscrupulous minister,
Maupeou, took advantage of a refusal of the Parlement to hold its
sessions to arrest his opponents, dismiss them from office, and sub-
stitute for the Parlement of Paris a number of tribunals composed
of docile judges, dividing up among these the areas subject to each
Parlement, which were obviously too large.
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The essential features of French society had been fixed since
the end of the sixteenth century; all that had varied was, at most,
the proportion between the various classes. The state of the
humbler classes - the peasants and artisans - does not seem to have
changed under Louis XIV, except that their burdens were ren-
dered heavier by the creation of fresh taxation and of the militia.
It was the impression of contemporaries that the population had
decreased. The trading and industrial bourgeoisie had been im-
poverished by the wars and the emigration of leading Calvinists.

The personal reign of Louis XIV had produced a very great
effect upon the nobles, by obliging persons of high rank to appear
in person at court. Most of the nobles had acquired the habit of
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